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This ebook is freeware and you are welcome to distribute, give away or otherwise share (though not sell) to anyone 

you wish on the condition that none of the material within is changed or edited in any way. 

 

OBLIGITORY LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This ebook is written as a general guide only and is in no way a recommendation to use a sword for backyard 

cutting purposes. While every effort has been made to provide accurate information on the targets described here, there are many situational 

variables that this work cannot cover. 

It is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED to receive proper training from a qualified instructor before attempting test cutting as SWORDS ARE NOT 

TOYS and the hobby/sport of Backyard cutting can potentially result in severe permanent injuries or even death. Despite all precautions being 

taken, unexpected accidents can and DO happen and it is the responsibility of the reader to exercise common sense and respect for the blade 

at all times. 

{ǿƻǊŘ .ǳȅŜǊǎ DǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ bh¢ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦormation 

contained herein, nor is it responsible for injury, loss of health or loss of life. 

 



Page 2 of 8 
 

Introductio n 

SO, WHAT IS BACKYARD CUTTING? 
 
With the resurgence of interest in collecting swords (both Eastern and Western) 
and the ease of buying sharp and fully functional swords on the internet, its no 
secret that there is a growing number of people with an ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ΨŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǳǇΩ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΧ Υ-)  
 
From what I jokingly refer to as doing the old ƴǳǘǘȅ Ψ{ŀƳǳǊŀƛ DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ 
pruning job to simply chopping up the box your new sword ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ όƛŦ 
slightly wacky) hobby thousands of people across the world enjoy. So much so that 
there are actually semi-organized ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ΨŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ 
small group of people bring along their sharp pointy things to a friends house, chop 
some stuff upτand then sit back and have a bit of a yarn over a good barbeque and 
some beers (and strictly in that order!). 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ too carried away there are some 
pretty important basic safety considerations to take into account before you even 
think of reaching for that terrified soda bottle... 
 

SAFETY FIRST 
 
LΩǾŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ test cutting should learn some basic firearms training as the 
principals are very much the same: everyone should be well behind the ΨŦƛǊƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ to basically treat the sword 
as a ƭƻŀŘŜŘ Ǝǳƴ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜύΦ 
 
{ƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōŀǎƛŎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅΥ 
 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ŏǳǘ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ through. Keep everyone out of the way of the arc of the sword. 
 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ŏǳǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘǎΗ 
 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ drink before cutting (alcohol and ǎǿƻǊŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛȄύΦ bƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ м ŘǊƛƴƪΦ 
 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘŜǎǘ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦΦΦ 
 
Essentially if you think about what could go ǿǊƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜƘŀƴŘ όƛƴ ŀƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ΨŦƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ kind of way,-
swords can sometimes do the damndest things) and do everything possible to minimize these risks, you can 
concentrate on having F-U-N! 
 
READY TO CUT?! 
 
{ƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŀǊǇ ǎǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƻōŜǊ όǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ  plenty of drinks 
to be had once those targets have been dealt with) and your ready to ŎǳǘΧ  The only question remaining now is, 
what are you going to cut up today? :-) 
 
Well, I am glad you asked. Because we are now going to take a look at some common (and cheap) targets you can 
chop up, how to use them and what they will do to your blade... 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǘƛƳŜΗ Υ-) 
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TARGET #1: Water Filled Plastic  Milk Jugs 
 
Fill up a plastic milk jug with water, put it on a stand of 
some description and give it a goτ chopping a plastic milk 
jug into pieces is one of the easiest targets of them allτand 
very forgiving on the blade to boot! 
 
Some people like to pickle chip themς in other words try to 
get as many cuts out of one Jug as they possibly can, as 
thinly as they can. Others (like me) like to line up as many 
as I can and try to cut them all with one massive hit! 
 
Whichever way you like to do them, Milk Jugs are a great, 
inexpensive target-ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŘƻƴΩǘ forget to dry your sword 
off thoroughly and give it a good oiling as quickly as 
possible afterwards and you ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ Ǌǳǎǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ 
 
 

YOUTUBE EXAMPLE 
 
Like I mentioned before, my favourite way of cutting Milk Jugs is in a 
row. 
 
You really can tell a lot about both your cutting technique and the 
sharpness of a sword by lining them up in this way. And it can be kind 
of spooky to see how the tops fall sometimes when you get that 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ά½Ŝƴέ ǎƭƛŎŜΦΦΦ 
 
Click on the image to see the youtube video example ς in this case 
with a Cheness Cutlery Katana. 
 

 

TARGET #2: Water Filled Soda Bottles 
 

The skin of a soda bottle is a lot tougher to cut through than a Milk Jug and 
it takes a much keener blade to slice them.  
 
It also takes a fairly quick cut because if your strike is too slow, all that 
happens is that you will bat them across the yard like a baseball (strike, 
ȅƻǳǊΩŜ ƻǳǘΗύΦ¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏǳǘ ƛǎ to make as 
there is more pressure inside the bottle.  
 
It should also be noted that swords with a thinner blade profile tend to cut 
smaller bottles easier (yet they struggle with the more advanced targets ς 
like all things, it is a trade off). 
 
The only downside is that because the skin of soda bottles is thicker, it may 
well leave small scratches on the blade, which bothers some people, but 

others think a sword without a ŦŜǿ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜǎΩ lacks character. It is also possible with thinner blades that if 
they make contact with the hard lip of the bottle, they can actually chip the blade, so they are certainly not as easy a 
target as they might first appear... 
 


